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Alternative Imaging, Part I: 
Today’s Sound And More  

There are many things that go into 
making a radio station special, and 
one of them is definitely imaging. It’s 
been a while since we focused on this 
element, so I’ve assembled a virtual 

panel of some of the best in the biz. You 
remember John Frost from his days as a hot 
shot producer at KROQ. These days he can 
be heard on KYSR and many other stations. 
Steve Stone has been involved in radio for 
over 30 years, and is freelancing. You can hear 
his voice on The Point along with other Alt 
stations. Finally, Nick Draeger was at WKQX 
and Entercom-Sacramento but currently 
freelances at stations everywhere. 

Guys, how would you describe “today’s sound”?  
JOHN: Before I start, let me preface with all of this is 

my opinion. Take it or don’t. But since you asked: there 
is no one sound today. Some still do that 
police radio delivery from years ago, some 
are all about having a conversation, some 
are still Rock Rock Rock delivery. There’s 
no wrong answer. Whichever fits your 
station’s sensibility and seems to get your 
listeners to respond is probably the cor-
rect choice for you. 
STEVE: Today’s sound is more broken down into the 
social media styles that permeate. It’s really informed 
the Alt imaging. Clubhouse and TikTok has influenced a 
lot of the imaging I’m hearing. It’s matter of fact, not so 
effected. I like it. Less FX and more story telling.
NICK: It a mixed bag now, and I find that it’s mostly 
dependent on the PD’s vision. Us creatives can try to 
have as much input as we’d like, but at the end of the 
day, it takes an inspired PD that lives and breathes the 
format to give us the ability and encouragement to 
create that exciting “it” factor. I hear Alt stations now 
that range from short, concise CHR presentation, with 
a “loud and proud” VO, to small market stations 
that try to mirror ‘90s Alt radio (usually done 
through a series of TV show drops).
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Is there anything new  
out there?  
JOHN: YEAH. Again, in my 
opinion, always. But is anything 
truly ‘new?’ Fresh might be 
a better word. At the risk of 
embarrassing some folks (actually 
hoping I do): Jamie Watson. Gary 
McClenaghan. Howard Cogan.  
Sherri Drewe. How about the 500 
million podcasts and counting.   
People are listening to them and 
don’t give a crap that most of them 
are all talk and content—rather 
than music. If there is a lesson for 
radio (in MY addled opinion), it’s that content is king.  
People are slobbering for it. Those 500 million podcast 
voices out there are all suggesting that radio’s missing 
some golden opportunities.
STEVE: I think we’re all searching for what’s next, but 
what I feel is that its more a matter of simplifying the 
message and getting looser. We all wanna show off our 
skills, but if it’s drowning out the message what’s the 
point? I’ve done some imaging prod for John Michael’s 
project in Memphis, 96X, and we talked about not 
having any slogans or positioning statements. Just letting 
people determine what 96X means to them. The feel is 
very shifted into quick and unstructured sound. A few 
words from the voice to tie things together...but then 
blammo...another song. I really like it.
NICK: I’m listening to less terrestrial radio these days, 

but I’ve been obsessed with 
KEXP in Seattle lately (it took 
me WAY too long to finally listen 
to it). They hit all of my child-
hood radio fantasies, too: studio 
in a public place, with a coffee 
shop, vinyl shop, and performance 
space. It’s perfect. I’ve also always 
been fond of my hometown Alt 
station, KJEE in Santa Barbara. 
They’ve been in the same format 
and have had the same manage-
ment for almost 30 years, and have 
stayed in their studios located in 
an attic space above a Goodwill 

downtown. All live and local, and they do all of their 
imaging in-house. Last time I visited, I believe they were 
still using an Orban Audacy. They’re punk rock as hell.

Alt radio production used to stand out as  
different. Does different matter anymore?  
JOHN: Different is one of the biggest and best sales tools 
for any product anywhere ever. If a product (or station) 
doesn’t find a way to differentiate, then they probably 
die. Can you name a successful ANYTHING that didn’t 
seem different, or claim to be different?  You better do 
something better,  righter, or different. You better own it. 
Find me a station that says “Just another Rock station.”  
“We’re just like all of the others.” “We’ll do.” 
STEVE: I’m not sure there is such a thing as 
different in anything. But I’ve always felt that if 
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something is going in one direction, I’m gonna wanna 
jerk the wheel and go left. So on a larger scale it’s just 
looking at things differently. Forging a different path. 
Being the antidote to the mundane.
NICK: There are multiple different “alternative” audi-
ences right now. You’re got the old-heads that only want 
gold records from Sublime, RHCP, and Offspring. Then 
you’ve got the new school, which is largely TikTok and 
PopAlt-heavy. It becomes like a restaurant preference. 
Radio stations are offering up a menu, but there will 
always be people that will prefer a steakhouse over fast 
food. I believe it’s entirely possible to be “different” in 
2022, but it takes a lot of love and care from the staff.

Final question for this week. Very briefly, is 
shorter better?  
JOHN: In the 40 yard dash, yes. Also, if you have  
nothing to say or offer, then yes. 
STEVE: Yup. That’s what I think. You can do a lot in 
five to ten seconds.
NICK: Have you seen our attention spans latel—

Thanks guys. So great, but that’s all the room we have for this 
week. Next week, in part two, we’ll find out what kind of gear 
you’re using, how we can cut through the clutter and more. 
Now let’s listen to some samples of your imaging!
John Frost: Frostbytes.Sourceaudio.com
Steve Stone: Stonevoiceovers.com
Nick Draeger: Soundcloud.com/noisyroo

Alternative Imaging, Part I (Con’t)

Alt Photo Corner

Rush your Alt photos to pics@thesandsreport.com

Matt Pryor of The Get Up Kids stopped by to visit with 
KRBZ’s Jeriney. Also hanging out, manager Kristen 

Worden Harris, Rob Wilcox and Chris Stowers.

  

 

 

“TWENTY FUCKING YEARS?

 DUDE, WE CAN’T POSSIBLY  

BE THAT OLD!”

-JIM KERR

In support of “Behind Your Walls” Todd, Dexter, and 
Noodles of The Offspring stopped in for an X-Session 
at 91X. Here they are with Garett Michaels and Hilary.

Alt Photo Alt Photo CornerCorner

Rush your Alt photos to pics@thesandsreport.com

DAN CONNELLY  917.841.9491  dan.connelly@umusic.com / /  CRAIG THOMAS  618.580.9630  craig.thomas@umusic.com

Heading  
Top 3 ALT  
(#4 GG)

ALT Panel 
Closed 

8.6M STREAMS TD   
638K STREAMS TW
US HEADLINE TOUR NOW 
LOLLAPALOOZA + 
LIFE IS BEAUTIFUL

BOB MOSES
LOVE BRAND NEWLOVE BRAND NEWLOVE BRAND NEW

https://frostbytes.sourceaudio.com/#!home
https://stonevoiceovers.com/
https://stonevoiceovers.com/
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Added/New in the Top 50

91X-San Diego  No adds

The End-Seattle  No adds

KPNT-St. Louis  Jack White

97X-Tampa  Bishop Briggs, Harry 
Styles, Jack White, Labrinth, Ripe, 
Surfaces

CFNY-Toronto  Harry Styles

DC-101-DC Wilderado

Adds in selected other markets:
WRIS-Madison  Bishop Briggs, 
Machine Gun Kelly, Mother Mother, 
Simple Plan, Jack White

Send your station’s playlist to:
adds@thesandsreport.com

KROX-Austin  Beabadoobee,  
Jack White, Ripe

WEND-Charlotte  No adds

WKQX-Chicago Nathaniel Rateliff, 
Jack White

WNWV-Cleveland  No adds

WXZX-Columbus  BoyWithUke, 
girl in red, Wilderado 

WWCD-Columbus  Girlfriends,  
Jack White, Labyrinth

Alt 103.7-Dallas  girl in red

KTCL-Denver  No adds

WDZH-Detroit  girl in red

KTBZ-Houston  No adds

iHR Custom Lumineers, Turnstile

WOLT-Indianapolis No adds

KRBZ-Kansas City girl in red

KXTE-Las Vegas Oliver Tree

KROQ-L.A.  girl in red

Alt 98.7-L.A.  Interrupters

WSFS-Miami  girl in red, ODESZA

WLUM-Milwaukee  Bishop Briggs

KCMP-Minneapolis Drive-by 

Truckers, Fontaines D.C., Hot 
Chip, Neko Case, 
Linda Lindas 

Music Choice  Bishop Briggs, 
Jagwar Twin, Odesza, Ripe, 
The Offspring

WBUZ-Nashville Architects, 
Jack White, Korn

Alt 92.3-New York girl in 
red

WZRH-New Orleans No adds

WROX-Norfolk  AWOLNATION, 
Jack White

The Edge-Ok City  Jack White, 
Surfaces

WQMP-Orlando  No adds

WRFF-Philadelphia  No adds

KDKB-Phoenix  Jagwar Twin

WXDX-Pittsburgh  Interrupters

KNRK-Portland  girl in red

KKDO-Sacramento  Rufus Du Sol

X96-Salt Lake City Interrupters, 
Killers

KBZT-San Diego  girl in red, 
Interrupters, Milky Chance

Buzzing At Alt
1.	 Jack White
2.	 Bishop Briggs
3.	 Interrupters
4.	 girl in red
5.	 Ripe
6.	 Machine Gun Kelly
7.	 Labrinth
8.	 Simple Plan

Wild Child
#1*!  

On My Knees

#18*!   

THE HEAD  
AND  

THE HEART 
VIRGINIA  
(WIND IN  

THE NIGHT)

#20*!  

#31*!

Thank You Radio! 
Their 6th #1 @ Alt!

New album  
Every Shade Of Blue  

out this Friday!

Debuts 
#35*!

The  
Regrettes

OVER 1 MILLION  
STREAMS WEEKLY!

485K STREAMS TW!
NEW ADD TW: KKDO
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Chart ranking based on Alternative Rock Radio P1  
listeners and abridged from Bridge Ratings Top 100  

National Streaming Report. The statistics are based on raw National U.S. streaming 
data provided by Bridge Ratings’ over 25 on-demand streaming providers including 
Spotify, Amazon Prime, YouTube and Apple Music. Station-specific on-demand 
streaming data is available from Bridge Ratings by subscription. Contact 
Dave Van Dyke at dvd@bridgeratings.com for more information.

Alt Radio P1 Streaming Chart

Finneas “Naked”

Beabadoobee “Talk”

The Interrupters “In The Mirror”

Imagine Dragons “Enemy”

Imagine Dragons “Bones” 

Måneskin “Beggin”

BoyWithUke “Toxic”

RHCP “Black Summer”

Black Keys “Wild Child”

Machine Gun Kelly “emo girl” 

Vance Joy “Clarity”

Lumineers “Where We Are”

Florence & The Machine “My Love”

Portugal. The Man “What Me Worry?”

Surfaces “I Can’t Help But Feel”

Sam Fender “Seventeen Going Under”

Rufus Du Sol “On My Knees”

Milky Chance “Synchonize”

Oliver Tree “Cowboys Don’t Cry”

Rex Orange County “Keep It Up”

Maneskin “I Wanna Be Your Slave”

GAYLE “abcdefu”

Bob Moses “Love Brand New”

“I’ll Call You Mine” 

16*

#2 MOST-ADDED!
WNYL KROQ KVIL WSFS WDZH KBZT  
KNRK KRBZ WXZX AUDACY SELECT

TOP 10 GREATEST GAINER!
MOVING UP @ KMAX & WBTZ!

296.5K US STREAMS THIS WEEK!
HUGE SHAZAM ACTION! 

UP 42% NATIONALLY!

 AND MORE TO COME!

“Broken”

NEW MUSIC SHOWS @ KXRK & KROX!

LEADING @ ALT NATION MC ALT 
WWCD WROX WJMZ WRMR KYRK  
KXNA KQCJ DASH ALT X

 

 
 
  

 

BACK ON THE  
ALT NATION ALT 18 
COUNTDOWN  
AT #18!
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Thursday Music Meeting &  
Three Dot Lounge

J  
ack White was atop our most added list this week, with 25-
plus adds on “What’s The Trick?” which is the follow-up to a 
#2 song at the format. The tour is fully kicking in and with 
the album being released, it looks like a slam dunk...Bishop 

Briggs was next with her tribute to her late sister, who died 
from ovarian cancer. Bishop just played Coachella with a baby on 
the way this summer...Third on the leader-board were The Inter-

rupters, which scored huge additions at Alt 98.7, WXDX and X96, 
and is already on at KPNT, KBZT, WLUM and many more...Let’s sa-
lute my friend Dave Lombardi. Took five months, but his girl in red 
was another “most added” and is nearly Top 15 now after cleaning up 
with adds from KVIL, KRBZ, KNRK and many others...Ripe was also 
up there. I’ve heard “Settling” quite a bit on Alt Nation because it’s 
a “Critical Cut”...On the charts, Black Keys has gone #1 in just five 
weeks – following RHCP  “Black Summer,” which was #1 for four 
weeks! Congrats to Rob Goldklang and David Ravikoff...Bob Moses 
is heading Top 3. It’s a “Greatest Gainer”...BoyWithUke is nearly 
Top 5. Added at WXZX...Florence + The Machine are rolling, up to 
almost Top 10...BMTH is nearing the Top 10...Rex Orange County is 
Top 15....Rüfüs Du Sol is at #18 this week. New at KKDO...The Head 

and The Heart are at #20...Bastille is Top 25...Half•Alive is mov-
ing into the Top 25...Mother Mother is closing in on the Top 30...
The Regrettes debuts at #35*...Wolf Alice has charted...WSUN adds 
Harry Styles and Labrinth...Alfie Templeman is back on the Alt 18 
countdown...Arcade Fire will be on SNL on May 7...New music: 
Walk The Moon “Giants” impacts May 10...Hey, I gotta go. Thanks 
for stopping by today!  —Richard Sands

The Big List
CLICK THE IMAGE AND WATCH/LISTEN:

REX ORANGE COUNTY  
“Keep It Up”

 BASTILLE 
“Shut Off The Lights”

THE REGRETTES 
“Anxieties” 

 THE INTERRUPTERS 
“In The Mirror”

RIPE  
“Settling”

BRING ME THE HORIZON 
“Die4U” 

MOTHER MOTHER 
“Hayloft II” 

GIRL IN RED 
“I’ll Call You Mine” 

 WOLF ALICE  
  “Last Man on Earth”   

ALFIE TEMPLETON 
“Broken”

ARCADE FIRE  
“Lightning I, II”

IMPACTING SOON 
Walk The Moon “Giants” (RCA) 
Send dates to richard@thesandsreport.com

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=654WbtSEm_8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98CBuqHTuZg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OIlzMQEtE-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k53_PziipaA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RgrndTeoJFA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lc1X6e1aFuw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ev-i7qHRPo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hGK6TMAHcCM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPUUbVhvqrE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v8ZAVruZ63M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vQkRDWI4Tqo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xzH6toY_EPw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w00IDEqfl_Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qJiALpiqpk8

