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Alternative Imaging, Part Il
Cutting Through The Glutter
hen you think of radio imag-
ing maybe you think of a deep
voice (“pipes”) or those Star
Wiars sound effects that zing and
zap. But that isn’t really where
it’s at these days for most stations. Often
what you’ll find now are short bits that help
your station stand out, and/or helps you cut
through the clutter. This week in Part I, we
return to our virtual panel for more of our
discussion: John Frost, “Supreme Overlord”
tor Frostbytes Radio Imaging; Steve Stone of
Stone Voiceovers; and Nick Draeger, Audio
Producer for Noisy Roo.

GuYS, HOW DO WE CUT THROUGH THE CLUTTER?
JOHN: When you say clutter, I hear stopsets. When I
hear stopsets, I think commercials. Commercials will al-
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UNIFYING THE ALT COMMUNITY

ways be the bane of our existence. We can’t go commer-
cial-free forever. It’s our Achilles heel. But cutting down
every word spoken on our station
that isn’t a commercial is ridiculous.
How are you gonna relate and be
something people care about when all
you say is PEW-PEW) ROCK 104.
(Fuzz). You gave them nothing.
STEVE: Be cognizant of overall
sound. It should match the music

in many ways. You wanna swim in
people’s consciousness. If it’s too
frenetic, then it becomes fatiguing to
the ear. Especially if there is no point
to the imaging other than to present chaos. I’'m a fan of
those as well, but it’s about being one with the music and
the audience.

NICK: Inside of imaging: Short, topical, and relatable.
Outside of imaging: shorten/break up spot loads, hire
creative commercial writers. Our job of branding music
channels would be easier if sales/production and pro-
gramming/imaging were in harmony.

STEVE STONE

I PROMISED LAST WEEK SOMETHING FOR l
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THE GEAR GEEKS. WHAT ARE
YOUR FAVORITE PRODUCTION
TOYS RIGHT NOW?

JOHN: My production toys hard-
ly ever change. They’re mostly ef-
tecty, shifty, warpy, type plug-ins to
mess with sound. Speakerphone 2.
‘Wormbhole. Alterboy. Vocalsynth 2.
JJP Vocals (to cut thru.) BT’s Stut-
ter Edit 2. Then everything else.
STEVE: I can’t work without the
great plug-ins from Audio Thing,.
Everything they make is useful and
affordable. It’s just perfect. I also
like to experiment with making
sounds. So a great synth app is called VITAL and it’s
been a mind-blower in creating stuff.

NICK: I tend to stick to a lot of the basic Waves/Izo-
tope/Eventide type legacy plugs, but living in a subscrip-
tion society, it’s never been easier to subscribe to a huge
library of plug-ins (with updates) for just a monthly rate.
There are also a ton of independent music companies
now that will give you access to high quality production
music and stems. The marketplace has shifted massively
towards independent curators, which benefits all of us.
Also, check out Black Friday deals!

ARE THERE ANY “SPECIAL EFFECTS” YOU FIND
YOURSELF USING MORE LATELY IN YOUR IMAGING?
JOHN: Sure. You come across new techniques and leave
others in the dust every week. My new fave trick is not

JACK WHITE
“What’s the Trick?”

& many more
Follow up to #1 “Taking Me Back”

Watch the music video here

using a standard clean reverb for
everything that needs a reverb.
Instead, I fire up Speakerphone 2
and use their presets that sound like
onstage from Coachella from a dis-
tance kinda reverb. Or the sound of
amegaphone on a busy street echo

#2 most added at Alt
New at WNYL, KROQ, WKQX

instead of a reverb. Those presets
were made for vocals. But use them
on things like sounds and then end
of a music cue for a totally differ-
ent feel than a traditional reverb.
Makes it all more interesting.
STEVE: I'm really into enviro-
ment fx. Instead of music clips or
beds, I’'m using nature sounds or industrial foley to paint
a picture. Going back to my love of storytelling.

NICK: Where “young Nick” used to place misguided
imaging library sfx, I now try to create “space” within
my pieces, whether it be through plug-in effects, or foley.
A big mistake we tend to make is trying to create a wall
of noise where silence can exist.

THANKS SO MUCH FOR THIS DISCUSSION AND ALL OF
YOUR IMPUT THE LAST TWO ISSUES. ANYTHING ELSE
BEEN ON YOUR MINDS LATELY?

JOHN: Content, you guys. Content. It became a

dirty word somewhere, somehow. But every podcast is
content. Facebook. Twitter. Instagram. I could
go on. Netflix. Hulu. Oh, look, I DID go on. v
The national appetite for content, video games,
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Move Me

TOP 25 BLDG!
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Streams +33% TW
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Firefly | When We Were Young
Hollywood Bowl & Red Rocks in June!
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WOZwxqQlyLg
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Spotify, is unquenchable. Twitch. Onlyfans. YouTube.
Each and every one of these is just giving the audience
what they can’t get from radio. So, what kind of content
can we offer? That should be the convo...not how short
we can make our ID. Again, this is my opinion.

STEVE: The community needs help, guidance and sup-
port. Radio has cut back so much for years that there are
very few localized producers and talent. There are fewer
younger people getting into the radio branding world.
Many are coming from social media or

podcasting. I love a fresh perspective
on anything, but I want a robust com-
munity of voices and producers who
will forge whats next.

NICK: Since you're giving me the
space for it, I'll give one of my favorite
“unethical” tricks. If you're doing a
giveaway, tie three to four phone lines
together, cut the studio mic, and let
the listeners argue with each other.
Record the audio into a VoxPro, and it
makes for fantastic promo audio.

NICK DRAEGER

Thanks guys. Really appreciate all of your insights and giving
us a look bebind the curtain of a production studio. Now let’s
check out some samples of your imaging!

John Frost: Frostbytes.Sourceaudio.com
Steve Stone: Stonevoiceovers.com

Nick Draeger: Soundcloud.com/noisyroo

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Congratulations on your 20 year anniversary!!! I'm so proud of
you and your team. You should be proud of yourself because
you have helped sustain Alt radio through your knowledge,
passion and spirit. Seems like somewhere along the way some-
one said that that! —Quincy McCoy KPFA-Berkeley

appy Anniversary, Richard! That's quite an accomplish-

ment to go out on your own and still be there successfully
20 years later. That's not luck, it's skill and quality product.
Even though I'm not in the ALT world anymore, The Sands
Report keeps me connected to what's going with the music
and my old friends... —Ken West, Rock 92.9 Boston

Iread The Sands Report every week. Keep up the great work!
-Jamie Hyatt, iHeart-Honolulu
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Together again, after three years! Longtime compa-
dres Arista's Nick Petropoulos and Glassnote's Michael
Starr finally met up again in Austin over the weekend.

Rush your Alt photos to pics@thesandsreport.com

Our Mailing Address: The Sands Report LLC ¢ Flamingo Road, #346 ¢ Mill Valley, CA 94941
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https://frostbytes.sourceaudio.com/#!home
https://stonevoiceovers.com/
https://stonevoiceovers.com/

I

THE SANDS REPORT

Added/New in the Top 50

KROX-Austin Arcade Fire,
Walk The Moon

WEND-Charlotte No adds
Q101-Chicago Imagine Dragons
WNWV-Cleveland No report
WXZX-Columbia Arcade Fire

WWCD-Col Arcade Fire, Jagwar
Twin, Metric, Nathaniel Rateliff

Alt 103.7-Dallas Arcade Fire, Giovan-
nie and the Hired Guns, Riifiis Du Sol,
Jack White

KTCL-Denver Vance Joy

WDZH-Detroit Arcade Fire,
Jack White, Ruflis Du Sol

KTBZ-Houston Interrupters,
Offspring

iHR Custom No adds
WOLT-Indianapolis No adds

KRBZ-Kansas City Arcade Fire,
Jack White, Riifiis Du Sol

KXTE-Las Vegas Arcade Fire,
Jack White

KROQ-L.A. Arcade Fire,
Jack White, Riflis Du Sol

Alt 98.7-L.A. Arcade Fire,
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Rufls Du Sol

WSFS-Miami Arcade Fire,
Jack White

WLUM-Milwaukee Bishop Briggs

KCMP-Minneapolis Arcade Fire,
Metric, Suffers, Toro Y Moi, Wilco

Music Choice Arcade Fire, Capital

Theatre, Jack White, Metric,

Nathaniel Rateliff, Phoebe Bridgers

WBUZ-Nashville No adds

Alt 92.3-New York Arcade Fire,
Jack White, Muse

WZRH-New Orleans No adds

WROX-Norfolk Arcade Fire,
Nathaniel Rateliff, Yungblud

The Edge-Ok City Arcade Fire,
Meg Myers, Spoon

WQMP-Orlando Arcade fire,
Jack White

WRFF-Philadelphia Arcade Fire
KDKB-Phoenix Offspring
WXDX-Pittsburgh No adds

KNRK-Portland ODESZA,
Rifiis Du Sol

KKDO-Sacramento Arcade FIRE,
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DEBUTED AT #9 ON BILLBOARD ALTERNATIVE/
ROCK BEST-SELLING TRACKS

STREAMING MONSTER: OVER 500,000 STREAMS

WORLDWIDE IN FIRST 2 WEEKS

girlfriends, Jack White,

X96-Salt Lake City Arcade Fire,
Walk The Moon

KBZT-San Diego Arcade Fire,
Riifiis Du Sol, Jack White

91X-San Diego No adds

The End-Seattle Arcade Fire,
Jack White

KPNT-St. Louis Five Finger Death
Punch, Nathaniel Rateliff

97 X-Tampa Bishop Briggs, Finneas,
Simple Plan

CFNY-Toronto Joy Vance, Metric,
Twenty One Pilots

DC-101-DC No adds
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THE HEAD
AND
THE HEART

#1*!
FOR THE 2ND WEEK

Thank You Radio!
Their 6th #1 @ Alt!
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RUFUS
DU SOL
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#AT*
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NEW ADDS:
98.7/LA
KROQ/LA
SIRIUSXM ALT NATION
KVIL/DALLAS
KBZT/SAN DIEGO
WDZH/DETROIT
KNRK/PORTLAND
WRXL/RICHMOND
KRBZ/KANSAS CITY
KJEE/SANTA BARBARA

VIRGINIA
(WIND IN
THE NIGHT)

#217

New album
Every Shade Of Blue
out now!
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Alt Radio P1 Streaming Ghart

Stream Stream Stream

Rank : Rank : Artist/Title

3w
1 1 1 Imagine Dragons “Enemy”
2 2 3 Imagine Dragons “Bones”
3 4 4 BoyWithUke “Toxic"
4 3 2 Maneskin “Beggin”
5 5 6 RHCP "Black Summer"
6 | 6 i 5 BlackKeys"WidChilg" “BEHIND YOUR WALLS”
7 ' 10 : 10 : Florence & The Machine “My Love” 34" BDS ALT
; ; : MB ALT CHARTBOUND
8 i 8 i 11 : VancelJoy"“Clarity”
: : : NEW ADDS: KTBZ, KDKB & WBTZ
: : © Lumineers “Where We Are”
¢ 9 ¢ 8 Tumineen There e Ae ALREADY ADDED: AUDACY SELECT, WNYL, KROQ,
10 . 9 © Portugal. The Man “What Me Worry?" KVIL, WSFS, KNDD, WDZH, KBZT, 91X, KNRK,
: : : KPNT, KKDO, WQMP, KXTE, KRBZ, WWCD, WBUZ,
m i - i - i MachineGun Kelly “5150" WROX, WRXL, WHHZ, WCYY, WRMR & MORE
Surfaces “| Can't Helo But Feel” 4.5M SPOTIFY STREAMS TD
R 2 i 4 o SAraces TLaNGRep Bt iee 81% COMPLETION RATE
13 7 7 Machine Gun Kelly “emo girl"”
14 14 18  Riifiis Du Sol “On My Knees"

15 : 13 : 12 © sam Fender “Seventeen Going Under” JHHTI‘HI“

16 15 16 éMiIkyChance “Synchonize" 'I%;;%FIIQ’IEE if’

17 16 15 Oliver Tree “Cowboys Don't Cry"
18 17 13 Rex Orange County “Keep It Up”
19 21 20 Weezer “A Little Bit of Love”

20 20 17 Bob Moses “Love Brand New"

Bubbling Under...

2 o2 22 Yungblud “The Funeral” _ :

21 © 29 i 29 i Jelly Roll “Dead Man Walking" “|°M ON YOUR SIDE”

40 i~ i = i JackWhite “What's The Trick” MOST ADDED WEEK

Chart sanking based on Altnacive Rock Radio Py 15+ STATIONS COMMITTED: WKGX, 91X, KPNT,
BRIDG isteners and abridged from Bridge Ratings Top 100

National Streaming Report. The statistics are based on raw National U.S. streaming WWCD, WROX, WMRQ, WEQX, WINU, WIMZ2,
data provided by Bridge Ratings’ over 25 on-demand streaming providers including KJJZ2, KNRQ, KZND, MUSIC CHOICE & MORE
Spotify, .Amazon .Prime., YouTube and prple M}lSiC. Station-sl‘)ec‘iﬁc on-demand STRYKER'’S ‘OUT OF ORDER’ - BONUS SONG
streaming data is available from Bridge Ratings by subscription. Contact
Dave Van Dyke at dvd@bridgeratings.com for more information. +13% STREAMS TW

85% COMPLETION RATE
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Thursday Music Meeting &
Three Dot Lounge

great week for Lisa Sonkin, Darice Lee and all of the
Columbias, as Arcade Fire was #1 most added, with 40
stations coming in on “Unconditional | (Lookout Kid).”
Great calls, too, like KYSR, WNYL, KROQ, and WRFF...
Jack White was #2, and in the Department of Whoops:
last week I referred to Jack White’s single “Taking Me Back” as a
#2 single when in fact, it was a #1 hit at Alt radio. Yes, numero uno.
Meanwhile, “What’s The Trick” is off to a terrific start...Nathaniel
Rateliff and The Night Sweats were #3 most added. Stations in-
clude WKQX, 91X, KPNT and more...Speaking of WKQX, they’ve re-
launched as the more familiar Q101 brand, starting with the station
concert they held with Weezer Tuesday...Riifiis Du Sol had a break-
through week, with adds from Alt 98.7, KROQ, Alt Nation, KVIL
and many others...Onto the charts, The Black Keys are still at #1,
with RHCP at 3...Bob Moses is closing in on Top 3...BoyWithUke is
heading Top 5...Rex Orange County has moved into the Top 15...The
Head and The Heart is knocking on the Top 20...Bastille is Top 25...
HalfeAlive is building Top 25...The Offspring nears the Top 30 with
a huge add from The Buzz in Houston...Florence + The Machine is
#1 at Triple Al...25 stations are already in on Wolf Alice...Have you
heard Smith “Puff Puff”? Over 150,000 streams at Spotify in the
first two weeks!...Mother Mother had 1.2 million streams overall this
week....Harry Styles has been #1 on the Hot 100 for three weeks.
“As It Was” is getting Alt airplay in LA and on Alt Nation...WSUN,
WWCD and WXXJ are on Labrinth...Impacting now: Walk The Moon,
with early support from X96...New Muse goes for adds May 24...
Hey, I gotta go. Thanks for stopping by today! —<Réchard Sands

- The Big List

CLICK THE IMAGE AND WATCH/LISTEN:

REX ORANGE COUNTY
“Keep It Up"

BASTILLE
“Shut Off The Lights”

JACK WHITE
“What's The Trick"

SMITH
“Puff Puff”

NATHANIEL RATELIFF
m 2 "I'm On Your Side"
THE OFFSPRING
“Behind Your Walls"

MOTHER MOTHER
“Hayloft 11"

= WALK THE MOON
L }'* "“Giants"

WOLF ALICE

“Last Man on Earth"”

HALFeALIVE
“Move Me"

ARCADE FIRE

V@ "Unconditional I

e

IMPACTING SOON
Muse “Compliance” (Warners)

Send dates to richard@thesandsreport.com

The Sands Report™Knocking It Out Of The Park!®

FIRE HARRY STYLES
SUYNCONDITIGNAL I "AS T WAS™

#1 MOST ADDED ALTERNATIVE
MNEW ALBUM WE OUT MAY &
PERFORMING ON SNL MAY 7

#1HOT 100 FOR 3 WEEKS
NEW ALBUM HARRY'S HOUSE OUT MAY 20

ALT 987 LA, SXM ALT NATION, CD 929 COLUMBUS

LABRINTH

“MOUNT EVEREST" 283M STREAMS TD
NEW: WSUN WWCD WXXJ KYRK WINU
SALES +77%, VIDEO STREAMS +78%

@ COLUMBIA



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=654WbtSEm_8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98CBuqHTuZg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OIlzMQEtE-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lc1X6e1aFuw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k53_PziipaA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RgrndTeoJFA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WOZwxqQlyLg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xqp009FyGJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vI44VNt_at0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uFwcpMw5d24
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v8ZAVruZ63M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H37_BbiDyLU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xzH6toY_EPw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGleZW16EUE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7RIsFd39gVg

